
What Do You Tell Your Kids about ISIS? 
Erik Raymond – The Gospel Coalition 

Christian parents are called to help their children to think about, interact with, and evaluate current issues from a biblical 
perspective. Cultivating a Christian worldview is one of the main components of child training. 
Over the last couple of years, as ISIS has been increasingly in the news, we have had a number discussions as a family about 
what has been happening. Our 6 children range from 4 to 20, so there needs to be thoughtful care given to the details of our 
discussion. However, it is quite near impossible to tame down the atrocities of ISIS to a general audience. 
Our children became quite concerned—and with good reason. The barbaric beheadings speak of ancient tribal savagery rather 
than modern military battles. Most of the conflicts they have heard of have involved airplanes, ships, and soldiers. Now these 
guys come along with a fearlessness that is only matched by their thirst for blood. Of course our kids are concerned—we are 
concerned. 
In talking with one of my children who admitted her concern, even fear about them taking over America and the world, I gave 
her the following advice. 
1. ISIS is a group of very evil and bad people. They don’t love God or want to honor him. This is why they are doing these 
things (Col. 1:21; Titus 3:3). Remember that this is what comes out of an unbelieving heart. All of us have sinful hearts and 
need to turn to and trust Jesus (Eph. 2:1-3). Not all of us do the same wicked things as ISIS but we all need a Savior, we are all 
suffering from the same problem: sin. 
2. The world has a lot of bad guys in it who love to do sinful things for the same reason (John 3:19-20). Even in America, there 
are horrible, unspeakable things happening every day (murder, abortion, abuse, etc.). This is because we live in a fallen, 
broken world (Rom. 1:18-25, cf. #1). 
3. This type of thing has been going on throughout history, and even throughout your young life. There have been lots of bad 
guys and terrorists doing evil things since even before you were a baby. 
4. Our security does not ultimately come from America or even our ability to protect ourselves, but from God (Ps. 20:7, Ps. 
121:2). 
5. God has given you a Daddy to protect you and I will do it with all of my strength and resolve. 
6. The Bible tells us to pray for our leaders and all of those given charge over us that we may lead quiet peaceable lives (1 
Tim. 2:1-4). Let’s pray for our president and military commanders and thank God that we have those who serve in this way. 
7. Pray that God would save some members of this terrorist group. Remember the Apostle Paul, he was basically a terrorist, 
like ISIS, who killed Christians. God saved him and used him very powerfully for the gospel. 
8. Pray for the Christians being persecuted. Pray that they would be comforted by the Holy Spirit and that they would be 
faithful, even if it means unto death. 
9. Remember that Jesus is coming back again. He will punish all evil and set up his kingdom and reign forever. He will make 
all things new and there will be no more tears, suffering or death. There will be no more bad guys there (Rev. 21:1-5). 
10. Jesus told us to pray that God’s name would be honored, his kingdom would come, his will would be done (Mt. 6:9-13). 
Let’s pray for this with confidence and anticipation because we know this day is coming. Maybe even soon! 

How To Pray For Paris 
Mike Evans 

The whole of France, but more particularly Paris, is coming to grips with the worst-ever terrorist attack on its soil 
in recent memory. Six almost simultaneous attacks have left in their wake 129 dead and more than 350 injured, 
including almost 100 in critical condition. 

President Hollande, together with most other French political leaders, recognize that we are in a state of war. For 
just the third time since 1955 a state of emergency has been declared, but this is the first time that it has been 
extended to the whole of France. Border controls have been reinstated, street demonstrations have been banned, 
police and military presence has been reinforced, and people suspected of links with terrorist groups or preachers 
of hate have been assigned to residence. 
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Paradoxically, both fear and defiance are palpable as was demonstrated when the two suicide bombers blew 
themselves up in front of the entrance gates to the Stade de France, where 80,000 spectators were watching the 
football match between France and Germany. Initially they reacted with panic running on to the pitch, but then 
they left the stadium in an orderly manner singing “La Marseillaise,” the French national anthem. 

Bruce Hoffman in Inside Terrorism defines terrorism as “the deliberate creation and exploitation of fear through 
violence or the threat of violence in the pursuit of political change.” All terrorist acts involve violence and are 
specifically designed to have far-reaching psychological effects beyond the immediate victims or object of the 
terrorist attack. 

In the case of the attacks in Paris the intent was to shock and, by shocking, to stimulate nationwide fear and alarm. 
Even more importantly, terrorism, as practiced by Islamic State, recognizes no difference between civilians and 
military personnel, because their war is not primarily against a specific nation or state but against a culture. 
How should we react as Christians? 
1. Mourn with those who mourn.  Families have lost loved ones; many have been seriously or permanently 
injured and face an uncertain future. Pray for the churches in the Paris area as they reach out to families, neighbors, 
and friends who have been victims of these attacks that they may not only help them rebuild their lives but also be 
signposts to the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
2. Pray for our leaders.  President Hollande, together with his government in consultation with his advisers and 
military leaders but also his political adversaries, will be making difficult decisions in the days to come. Because 
many of those decisions will have far-reaching consequences, pray for wisdom that they may humbly seek to 
promote justice and peace rather than revenge.  
3. Be peacemakers.  Quite understandably, the large Muslim population of France fears reprisals and 
indiscriminate acts of revenge and violence. Such anger has frequently led to an escalation of violence. Pray that 
we may reach out to our Muslim friends and neighbors with acts of kindness but above all with the message of the 
“prince of peace.” 
4. Be unashamedly convinced of God’s sovereignty.  History is replete with reminders that the enemy’s 
unrestrained rage is the stepping stone for gospel advance. Recently, I read the moving account of countless 
Muslim conversions in David Garrison’s book A Wind in the House of Islam. Many Muslims cannot identify with 
the outrageous acts committed in the name of Islam, and this has been God’s sovereign means of drawing hundreds 
of thousands of them to faith in Jesus Christ. 

Death is suddenly real. Questions about evil abound in the face of unimaginable and indiscriminate violence. Now 
is the time to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ as never before. 
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