
here. there. everywhere.

CONTAGIOUS
GENEROSITY



A generous person will prosper;
    whoever refreshes 

others will be refreshed.
Proverbs 11:25 NIV
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PVPC was established in 1989 with a  vision to reach 
the people of Ponte Vedra with the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. In the 25 years since, we have seen God do 
tremendous work in and through our congregation to 
achieve His purposes and expand His Kingdom, both 
here and abroad. 

As your pastor, I am grateful to God that he allows 
me to be a part of a growing community of Christ 
followers who embody our simple, yet profound 
mission: to glorify God by making disciples that reach 
the world for Jesus Christ. 

For the next two years we are entering a season that 
we are calling CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY. We 
believe God has called us to live out our mission of 
making disciples HERE, THERE and EVERYWHERE. 
We’ll do this by improving our ongoing local ministries 
and campus, by planting a new church in Nocatee in 
2016, and by furthering our support of international 
missions. This is a God-sized vision that will define 
what our church will do for the next decade and 
beyond. 

My challenge is for us to consider what it means to 
have CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY in every part of our 
lives. Proverbs 11:25 tells us that we are “blessed to 
be a blessing.” We believe that the next two years will 
serve as one of the greatest spiritual experiences of 
our lives as people rise to the challenge to live lives 
of radical faith and sacrifice. And through our journey, 
God will no doubt bless the world through us and 
many will find their way back to Him. 

I pray that you will join us as we take the next step 
together to glorify God by making disciples that will 
reach the world for Jesus Christ, HERE, THERE, and 
EVERYWHERE. 

Pastor Richard Cooper
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1988 - General Assembly 
Committee, Mission to North America 
commissioned Alan and Dabney Scott 
to begin a strategic church in Ponte 
Vedra Beach.

APRIL 9,1989 - Ponte Vedra 
Presbyterian Church’s first worship 
service was held in the Heritage 
Ballroom at the Marriott at Sawgrass 
with 242 in attendance. 

1990 - The church relocated several times over 
the next couple of years including the Fraternal 
Order of Police Lodge and the Ponte Vedra-
Palm Valley Elementary School. 

1991 - With membership of 74 and 190 in 
attendance, three elders were installed and 
Rev. Alan Scott was called as Minister of Ponte 
Vedra Presbyterian Church. 

OUR HISTORY
1988 to 1998
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SEPTEMBER 1992 - The church took 
a major financial risk, purchasing 20.34 
acres of land on CR210. 

1994 - Ponte Vedra Presbyterian Church 
broke ground and began construction of a 
17,000 square foot building providing worship, 
classroom and office space. 

MARCH 1995 - The first 
worship service was held in the 
new sanctuary.

FALL 1998 - Elders approved construction 
of an educational building that would house 
classrooms, choir room, and Fellowship Hall, 
including a commercial kitchen. 
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MARCH 23, 2000 - Building plans 
were completed and work began. 

2003 - PVPC celebrated completion of 
the new educational building. 

OUR HISTORY

APRIL 2002 - Ponte Vedra 
Presbyterian named Richard 
Cooper Interim Senior Pastor.

MARCH 2, 2003 - Rev. Richard 
A. Cooper was installed as PVPC’s 
Senior Pastor.

2000 to 2015
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2006 - Renovation of the Fellowship Hall 
to provide a theater stage for our youth 
production of Kid Stuf to reach families with 
elementary aged children.

2013 - PVPC begins the planning 
stages of a church plant, Waypoint 
Church, in Nocatee. 

2010 - Promisetown Preschool 
opens on the PVPC campus.

2015 - Ponte Vedra Presbyterian recruited church 
plant pastor, Jim Huster; Jim and wife Sally begin 
a new chapter for the PVPC body. 
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In order to bring clarity to our initiatives, we’ve chosen to 
break them up into four specific “buckets”, each designated 
to fund our various ministry goals.

TWO YEARS
Contagious Generosity is a two-year effort to boldly fund four unique initiatives to which God has called PVPC.  
We will be utilizing a “ONE FUND” approach that resources all ministry—not just the special projects—because 
everything we do in ministry matters.  The Contagious Generosity goal is the projected budget for everything 
we currently are doing plus what we need to be doing over the next two years.

As you will see on the next page, these initiatives are not new.  They are part of the DNA that led to the birth 
of PVPC in 1989.  Now through God’s grace, we have been given the opportunity to pursue and fulfill them at 
unprecedented levels.  

CONTAGIOUS 
GENEROSITY defined
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BLESSING OUR CHILDREN 
$2.57 Million 
One of the most important investments we can make over 
the coming years is in our children and students. These 
funds will help the next generation become disciples of 
Jesus Christ.

LOVING OUR NEIGHBORS
$2.15 Million 
We want to communicate the message of God’s love HERE, 
THERE and EVERYWHERE. This means supporting local 
ministry partners like, partnering with the Florida Church 
Planting Network to plant new churches, beginning with 
Nocatee, along with funding international missions to 
Mexico, India and the Far East.

REFRESHING OUR CHURCH
$2.62 Million 
Our desire is to provide an inviting community 
environment and an engaging worship experience. 
Funding will go toward everything from church-wide 
ministries to campus maintenance and necessary 
improvements.

SECURING OUR FUTURE 
$2.05 Million
We believe that God calls us to be good stewards of 
the resources entrusted to us. Eliminating our debit 
will position us to confidently say “Yes” to ministry 
opportunities that the Lord wants us to pursue in the 
future.

here. there. everywhere.

CONTAGIOUS
GENEROSITY
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One of the most important investments we can make over the coming year is in our children and 
students.  These funds will help the next generation become disciples of Christ.

1. This initiative includes all the funds necessary to support our children’s ministries.

2. Includes nursery through high school.

3. Includes the building of the preschool in Nocatee.

4. What does it mean to invest in our children?

BLESSING OUR CHILDREN
$2.57M
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LOVING OUR NEIGHBORS
$2.15M

We want to communicate the message of God’s love HERE, THERE and EVERYWHERE.  This mean 
supporting local ministry partners like, partnering with the Florida Church Planting Network 
to plant new churches, beginning with Nocatee, along with funding international missions to 
Mexico, India and the Far East.

1. Includes all of the church’s missions work (local and global).

2. Includes fully supporting the Florida Church Planting Network (regional focus).

3. Includes site development and church/multipurpose building at Nocatee (local focus).

4. How does investing in our neighbors accelerate our spiritual growth?
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Our desire is to provide and inviting community environment and an engaging worship 
experience.  Funding will go toward everything from church wide ministries to campus 
maintenance and necessary improvements.

1. Includes cost to maintain our existing ministries.

2. Includes cost to grow our existing ministries.

3. Includes funds to do needed repair work and improvements to our Ponte Vedra Beach campus, 
      including AC, flooring, and other improvements.

4. How will a refreshed facility better equip us to grow God’s Kingdom?

REFRESHING OUR CHURCH
$2.62M
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We believe that God has called us to be good stewards of the resources entrusted to us.  
Eliminating our existing debt will position us to confidently say “YES” to future ministry 
opportunities that the Lord wants us to pursue in the future.

1. Includes paying off our current debt.

2.  Creating a much needed campus reserve for future capital expenditures such as roofs and 
       parking lots.

3. Enables us to boldly pursue the next ministry opportunity—here, there, and everywhere.

SECURING OUR FUTURE
$2.05M

13



prayer. generosity.  faith.
GOD-SIZED GOALS START WITH PRAYER! 
As a church, we want to challenge each other to prayerfully consider how we can participate in this initiative. Please PRAY 
that God would reveal to us individually and as families what we should contribute towards the One Fund initiative. More 
importantly, pray that God would send us open doors of opportunity to share the gospel with our friends and neighbors 
over the next two years.

THE FIRST GIVER
Having Contagious Generosity begins by acknowledging that God has first been generous to us.  The sacrifice of Jesus 
(John 3:16) demonstrates God’s extravagant love. We want to follow God’s example by living generously.  

REFRESHING OUR FAITH
Only God can expand His Kingdom in our city and in the hearts of His people. Stepping into this new season will require 
PVPC to live out GENEROSITY in FAITH, asking God to provide what we need and depending on Him for the result.    

CHALLENGE prayer. generosity.  faith.

WE ASK PVPC MEMBERS TO COMMIT TO THIS INITIATIVE IN THREE WAYS:
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GIVING CHART
Meeting the challenge of this opportunity will require 
all us to CATCH Contagious Generosity.  

We will have to contribute financially at levels which, for 
some of us, are unprecedented.  Yet we believe it is worth the 
sacrifice because we know that not only will God use our gifts 
to change the lives of others, He will change us too!

Gifts
 Needed

Gift 
Amount

Gift 
Level

Total
Gift Amount

Total #
of Gifts

1 $2,000,000 $2,000,000 $2,000,000 1
1 $1,000,000 $1,000,000 $3,000,000 2
2 $750,000 $1,500,000 $4,500,000 4
2 $500,000 $1,000,000 $5,500,000 6
3 $250,000 $750,000 $6,250,000 9
4 $100,000 $400,000 $6,650,000 13
6 $75,000 $450,000 $7,100,000 19

10 $50,000 $500,000 $7,600,000 29
20 $25,000 $500,000 $8,100,000 49
25 $10,000 $250,000 $8,350,000 74
30 $7,500 $225,000 $8,575,000 104
40 $4,800 $192,000 $8,767,000 144
50 $3,600 $180,000 $8,947,000 194

100 $2,400 $240,000 $9,187,000 294
All Others < $2,400 $127,000 $9,314,000

Suggestion Box
Start with a number that seems doable—a number that you 
can make work.  

Now . . . pick a number that is truly GENEROUS—a number 
that would require a significant lifestyle change and 
dependence upon God alone.  

We want to challenge you to pick THAT number. Let’s 
walk together in faith to see our lives transformed and our 
community refreshed!

+

=

$  ______________ What I normally give in a year.
                                           (General fund, benevolence, special gifts, etc.)

$  ______________ My expanded annual generosity    
            for Contagious Generosity.   

$  ______________  x 2    =    $  _______________________

    $  _______________________
                      

Calculate Here

Gift from my stored resources.
+

My Two-Year
Generosity Pledge     $ ____________________________

$9,000,000 OVER TWO YEARS

MY TWO YEAR GENEROSITY PLEDGE

SAMPLE

15



This ONE FUND initiative will run from November 2015 to November 2017.  On 
November 15 we will ask everyone to participate in a “Big Give” offering, contributing 
as much as possible toward their CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY commitments. We 
hope to receive as much as 10% of total pledges on that Sunday!

ONE FUND

BLESSING OUR 
CHILDREN

$2.57M

LOVING OUR 
NEIGHBORS

$2.15M

REFRESHING 
OUR CHURCH

$2.62M

SECURING OUR 
FUTURE

$2.05M

 ONE FUND USE
$9.4 M

NOCATEE
GIFT

$2M

2016 
OPERATING 

BUDGET

$2M

2017 
OPERATING 

BUDGET

$2M

REACH 
GOAL

$3.4M

 ONE FUND SOURCE
$9.4 M
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NOCATEE? IS THIS THE RIGHT TIME?

Yes! Nocatee is one of the fastest growing communities in the country! In 2001, PVPC was 
gifted a large parcel of land in the heart of the Nocatee community with the vision of planting 
a gospel centered church there.  More recently, we’ve been blessed with financial resources 
dedicated to the development of a faith-based preschool on the Nocatee property.  Not 
using these gifts for expanding God’s Kingdom would be like the servant in the Parable of 
the Talents (Luke 19) who didn’t invest the resources and foolishly buried the gift. 

WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PVPC AND 
WAYPOINT CHURCH?

WayPoint Church will begin as an extension of PVPC into the Nocatee community under the 
leadership of our resident church planter Jim Huster, overseen by PVPC’s Elder Board. Over 
time, Waypoint will have it’s own dedicated pastors, officers and leaders. 

WHEN WILL THE FIRST PHASE OF THE NOCATEE 
PROJECT BE COMPLETED?

The Nocatee facility is scheduled to be completed by the summer of 2016 with the preschool 
and Waypoint launching in the Fall of 2016.  

HOW WILL CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY IMPACT PVPC?

Everything we have comes from God (Psalm. 24:1). Catching CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY 
will help us radically embrace this truth by stepping out in faith to see greater gospel impact 
in our city and beyond. It will enable us to be better Gospel Pacesetters here, there and 
everywhere.  Imagine how our community and the world will be impacted when we embrace 
God’s desire for us to be generous stewards!

FAQ
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INTRODUCTION
One of the goals here at Ponte Vedra Presbyterian Church is to 
engage people.  We believe that life is not meant to be lived alone.  
That’s why we are offering small group study opportunities so you can connect with others during 
this exciting season in the life of our church!  Here’s how to get involved:

•   All small groups including Adult Christian Education (A.C.E) Classes will join the church-wide 
CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY study for the next four weeks.  

•    A weekly study guide has been provided which will complement our weekend worship services 
as we come together corporately to learn from one another and what it means to live a life of 
CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY, Here, There and Everywhere!  

• If you are not currently in a small group or A.C.E. CLASS, we will help you find the best group for 
you.  A list of participating current groups is available through Beth Barkoskie at Bbark@pvpc.
com.  Please reach out to get you connected with your desired study group and to sign up with 
that group’s leader.

ARE YOU NEW TO PVCC?
If you are relatively new to PVPC and have not yet joined a small group, or you are interested in 
joining a small group just for this initiative, Pastor Jerry Rouse will be leading an early evening 
CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY group on Wednesdays in Fellowship Hall for four weeks.  We have also 
established several new CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY Small Groups at various times throughout 
the week. Check the church lobby or contact Beth Barkoskie at Bbark@pvpc.com for a list of these 
groups.

The following pages will serve for study notes as we progress through the study guide and journey 
together over the next four weeks.

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put 
their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly 
provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be 
rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.  In this way they will lay 
up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may 
take hold of the LIFE THAT IS TRULY LIFE. 1 Timothy 6:17-19
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CONTAGIOUS
GENEROSITY
here. there. everywhere.

ABOUT THIS GUIDE
MOVING TOWARD CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY
Open your group time with questions to help you connect with the others in your group.  As you 
go further into the generosity initiative, this is also a time to share follow through from the previous 
week’s discussion, and talk about your reaction to the personal daily challenges.

THE JOURNEY BEGINS here
This is for you as a group to worship God corporately. Options include praying through a Psalm 
or lifting up prayers of how God has blessed you this week.  In most cases the worship choices 
specifically relate to the passage you will be working through.

Your group leader has a DVD with a brief video teaching that will further prepare the group for the 
journey.

THE JOURNEY CONTINUES ON TO there
This section focuses on reading from the Bible and responding to the truths we find.  The questions 
are designated to help you understand and apply the truths of God’s Word to your life.  The 
questions are geared to make you think about your life, how the passages relate to you, and how 
they can motivate you toward feelings of compassion, for the ministry, and for the future.  Invite those 
who feel comfortable reading aloud to share in reading, and then discuss further to ensure complete 
understanding. 
 

LET’S MOVE everywhere!
Each week closes with specific next steps for following through on what you have learned, personally 
and as a group.  These steps will challenge you to reach new heights of participation in the kingdom 
of Christ.
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SERMON NOTES

STUDY NOTES

CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY STUDY GUIDE WEEK 120
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TRANSFORMATION
WEEK 1 STUDY GUIDE

MOVING TOWARD CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY
What kind of words come to mind when you think of Contagious Generosity?  

How is it a good metaphor for the kind of followers that Jesus calls us to be?  

Now use those words to describe the impact generosity could have in the kingdom of Christ, in our 
families, in the community, and in the world?

From the Generosity week one devotional, share which day(s) spoke to you the most 
and why.

THE JOURNEY BEGINS here
Have the group read John 12:3 aloud. Mary’s gift was extravagant and sacrificial.  It revealed her 
heart, her true treasure, and her devotion. The fragrance filled the house such that no one could 
ignore it. However, some criticized her for it. Yet Jesus exalted her. Take time to pray about how your 
giving can become a powerful witness to Jesus, an aroma that fills the room.

Now think about who is the most generous person you have ever known.  What impact has he or she 
had in your life or the lives of others around you?

CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY STUDY GUIDE WEEK 1 21
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Commitment is an interesting term.  It implies that we have some personal level of engagement with a 
variety of things – marriage, work, family, pleasures, personal interests, you name it.  Many times when 
we find that we are deeply committed – we are all in.  It is the same way we want to be in a relationship 
with Jesus.  We want to be all in with Him in our heart, soul, strength, and mind.  But don’t we 
sometimes take our eyes off of Him by not knowing what He wants us to do?  Let’s turn our eyes back to 
God and see the most generous giver of all – Jesus!

JESUS, THE CHIEF OF GENEROUS GIVERS - READ 1 CORINTHIANS 8:8-9
1. “I am not commanding you” is the first thing Paul says.  What does this tell us about the motivation 

we should have if we are to be generous?
2. Paul says, “I want to test the sincerity of your love.”  How does Paul ask the church to “Test the 

sincerity of their love,” and to whom was he comparing it to?  (Review the proceeding verses 8: 1-7)
3. Paul made a challenging comparison when he said “For you know the generous grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.”  Why compare us to Jesus and bring His generosity into the picture?

MOVING IN THE DIRECTION OF “POVERTY” IN ORDER TO MAKE SOMEONE 
ELSE “RICH”
1. Why is financial generosity only realized when giving hurts?  How are we being called to become 

like Christ when it comes to financial generosity?
2. We are talking about financial poverty and riches, but this passage also addresses spiritual poverty 

and riches.  How can others experience spiritual riches as a result of our movement in the direction 
of poverty – financial generosity?

1. The video is a story of transformation.  The church only needed $160,000, but how much did they 
receive?  Generosity at Malawi Church was contagious!  How do you explain that?  How are you 
encouraged?

2. Read Acts 4:32-35.  How are we compelled to give financially and in practical ways after receiving 
mercy ourselves?

3. Let’s fast forward to 2015.  What does this act of early Church generosity going to look like here 
at Ponte Vedra Presbyterian Church and in your life?  Think out of the box!  What does our church 
look like?  What does our community look like?  What other stories of transformation are we talking 
about?

PLAY DVD
Give and the world will take notice!  The Malawi Miracle

CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY STUDY GUIDE WEEK 1 CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY STUDY GUIDE WEEK 122
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LET’S MOVE everywhere!
Changing our life style to be more like Jesus requires a transformation of how we think.  It is 
important that we understand the difference between generosity and giving.  Transformation must 
take place somewhere between the two.  Giving can be done begrudgingly and devoid of love.  
But when transformation takes place, we sacrifice something of value to us for the good of another, 
because we love them.  True generosity is always initiated by love.  

These thoughts require personal reflection.  Let’s take some “quiet” time to conclude this week’s 
study.

If we are “most like God” when we give, what are the steps that I need to take to be like Jesus?

As a result of change in my lifestyle, what would my giving and sacrificial transformation outcome 
look like?

WHAT WOULD OUR CHURCH LOOK LIKE IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS?

Blessing Our Children

Refreshing Our Church

Loving Our Neighbors

Securing Our Future 

CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY STUDY GUIDE WEEK 1 23
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FREEDOM
WEEK 2 STUDY GUIDE

MOVING TOWARD CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY
From the Generosity devotional, share which day(s) spoke to you the most and why.

Who would like to define freedom?

What are you doing today that will have an impact on your future freedom?

THE JOURNEY BEGINS here
Read Luke 16:13 with the group.  Take time to pray together for clarity in this study and for direction 
in your heart to serve God with excellence. Pray that money will not be that which causes you to drift 
away from God and into self-sufficiency but rather a tool that when released for His kingdom provides 
a greater dependence on Him.

CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY STUDY GUIDE WEEK 2
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The freedom to give generously, to dispose of resources freely and joyfully, is rarely experienced by 
most of us.  But that is exactly what Jesus wants us to experience.  He wants us to have the perfect 
balance of freedom that exists when we are properly motivated in our ministry of managing the 
resources that God entrusted to us.  The Apostle Paul warns Timothy that “The love of money is the 
root of all kinds of evil.  Some people, eager for money, have wandered from their faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs.” 1 Timothy 6:10.  In other words, the love of money nourishes evil and 
greedy motives lead us away from the true life.  Worry, fear, greed and loss are just a few things that 
distinguish us from a pattern of consistent, joyful generosity

EXCESSIVE WORRY – MATTHEW 6:25
1. What did you find new or refreshing about this passage or this week’s pulpit message?
2. What does worry say about us, our faith in God, and what we believe about His provision 
 for us?
3. In what ways can worry or fear be disguised in our lives?  An example is working harder.
4. What are you most worried about financially?
5. In what ways does wealth create worry?  In what ways does wealth relieve worry?  Give examples 

from your life.

1. After watching the video, what are the dangers and opportunities of wealth from a spiritual 
perspective?

2. Jesus said in our Scripture passage to “Watch out” for the dangers of money.  Be on your guard 
against all kinds of greed.  What were the two kinds of greed in this passage?

3. What other types of greed are there and how do you struggle with them?
4. Why would Jesus refuse the assignment to be a judge or arbitrator between the brothers?  What is 

He teaching about our priorities in life as compared to His?
5. Jesus continued in verse 15 that a man’s life does not consist of what?  How has an abundance 

mentality fueled the pull of greed in your life and/or been a destructive force in your life? (In 
personal ambitions, relationships, family, a business opportunity, etc.)

6. Conversely, how would the act of giving to the Contagious Generosity initiative keep you from 
falling into the gravitational pull of greed?

PLAY DVD
The White Elephant – Pull of Greed - Luke 12: 13-15

CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY STUDY GUIDE WEEK 2 CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY STUDY GUIDE WEEK 226
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LET’S MOVE everywhere!
Looking back on this study we can see that worry is evidence of our deepest fears.  We may not lay 
claim to the fact that we worry; but it is lived out in our drive for more stuff, a bigger retirement, a 
larger house, the best car, getting maximum overtime, etc. We can see that we are all susceptible to 
the gravitational pull of greed. When we get pulled in, our freedom to live a joyful life, a generous 
life, is on the line.  But there is a remedy for the distractions and pitfalls of our culture and our money. 
When we move toward Contagious Generosity we get off the merry-go-round and embrace a greater 
dependence on God, and not our stuff!

FREEDOM AND A GREATER DEPENDENCE ON GOD
Generosity helps free us from the dangers of money and leads us to greater dependence on God.  
What do you think giving money away lavishly means in our life?

How likely are you to do that?

A STRATEGIC PLAN OF ACTION
Committing to a plan of action and developing a vision statement is a great next step on this journey.  
Based on your answers above, write down what you think God is calling you to.  (I.e. God is calling 
me to be debt free, or God is calling me to a greater level of financial sacrifice for His kingdom)

This is YOUR vision statement!

CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY STUDY GUIDE WEEK 2 27
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TRUST
WEEK 3 STUDY GUIDE

MOVING TOWARD CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY
From the Generosity devotional, share which day(s) spoke to you the most and why.

Talk about your plan of action (vision statement) from last week – share it with the group.  How does it 
require a greater dependence on God?

Who do you really trust and why?  How did they earn your trust?  How important is that trust to you?

THE JOURNEY BEGINS here
Read Deuteronomy 15:10-11 and Acts 20:35.  There are two different appearing passage reflections 
– one a command and the latter, a reminder.  Both passages urge us to consider a life of generosity 
and the blessings that follow.  Pray that God would continue to work in our hearts as we prepare to 
embrace a new life of generosity remembering that, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”

CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY STUDY GUIDE WEEK 3
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So far in our study we’ve learned when we look at the generous culture of the early church and rely on 
the generous nature of Jesus himself, our hearts and minds undergo transformation.  We’ve learned 
about the freedom that generosity brings from the entanglements of wealth.  Hebrews described this 
next step in faith, being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  We must have 
faith and trust that great blessings accompany the generous life.

OVERFLOWING JOY – 2 CORINTHIANS 8: 1-11
Have a volunteer read these verses aloud.  From these verses, what did you discover about joy, poverty, 
generosity, or maybe about yourself?

1. Notice the several references to the word “grace” in verses 1, 6, & 7, how does grace relate to 
giving?

2. The church in Corinth was being asked to be responsive to the needs of others.  Other than need, 
what else should motivate us?  What should our first step be as indicated in verse 5?

3. According to this passage, where is abundant joy found?  If we all practice this grace of giving, 
shouldn’t we spend time with Jesus and ask Him to guide our living and giving?

4. What is the danger in associating generous giving with only the efforts of the wealthy and powerful?  
5. If we are to be tested by the sincerity of our love in generosity, what does verse nine say about what 

should be our source and motivation?

1. What encouraged you the most from the video?  What “conversations” are you having with God 
about generosity?

2. From these passages we learn the Corinthian’s generosity would be matched by God’s generosity.  
What does it mean or look like to be enriched or rich in every way?  Also refer back to our first 
Corinthian passages.

3. What does it mean that you cannot out give God, and generosity is its own reward?
4. Paul noticed that generous people often discover new wealth (spiritual or material), that allowed 

them to expand their perimeters of generosity.  Give an example of this in your own life.  What are 
the dangers of expecting every gift to come back?

5. We see in these passages that one person’s gift becomes the cause of a cry of praise from others.  
Knowing that satisfaction that comes from others lifting their hearts to heaven, what do you need to 
turn over to God in order that others might praise Him?

PLAY DVD
Life Prosperity – 2 Corinthians 9:11 – Every time Stanley made a decision he 
asked, “How does this impact eternity?!”
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Paul says about sowing generously; “Whoever sows sparingly, will also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows generously, will reap generously.”  Think about this, generous giving in the Corinthian church 
was coming from those lives that were marked with suffering and scarcity.  But their generosity only 
happened because they trusted that God is with the generous giver.  Imagine the conversation that 
exploded across the region, as people talked about this band of believers who had found new faith.  
They trusted that when a person begins to give on a basis of enthusiastic generosity, all sorts of 
things in life begin to fall into place.  Can you imagine this could be OUR Church and you!

GENEROUS GIVERS EXPERIENCE A LIFE FULL OF JOY
What would a life full of “overflowing joy” look like to you right now?

How will you respond to the privilege to give generously

GREAT BLESSINGS ACCOMPANY THE GENEROUS LIFE
Imagine the changed life or destiny of a child, or the restoration of a marriage, or expansion into new 
communities like Nocatee, or people encountering the love of Jesus for the first time, or the power 
to break an addiction – imagine the needs of God’s people being met! How will your generosity 
contribute to this vision at PVPC? How likely are you to make a bold agreement with God to start 
giving generously? Take time to write out your agreement below:
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MOVING TOWARD CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY
From the Generosity devotional, share which day(s) spoke to you the most and why.

How has the Lord been working in your heart as you contemplate what generosity looks like for you?

Picture someone who is known for their excellence in giving. What qualifies them as an excellent 
giver?

THE JOURNEY BEGINS here
Have your group read Matthew 5:23-24. Jesus regards giving as a whole-person event.  Here we are 
called to examine our hearts before we give.  If you are caused to remember a broken relationship, 
pray and go repair that relationship, and then give your gift during Sunday’s offering.  In this time 
of prayer, examine your heart. Prepare the perfect gift, one that is covered in the forgiveness of a 
mended relationship. Give thanks to God for the perfect gift in Jesus Christ.

CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY STUDY GUIDE WEEK 4
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We have journeyed through unparalleled territory in the last few weeks – from the guarantee of missed 
opportunities when we don’t move from our standpoint, to embracing the spiritual discipline of faith 
and trusting that blessings follow a generous giver.  In this last week of our Generosity study, we will 
discover how everyone can excel in the grace of giving as we look at a couple of principles that can 
ignite a lifetime of generosity.

GIVE IN LOVE – 1 CORINTHIANS 13:3
Have a volunteer read these verses aloud.  From these verses, what did you discover about joy, poverty, 
generosity, or maybe about yourself?

1. This verse exposes the heart of a giver. Would you rather give money or love if you had to choose 
between the two?

2. Scripture reminds us that these gifts are so spectacular that we could boast about it.  But in God’s 
eyes, the giver is no better than the beneficiary.  How has giving to someone else deepened your 
relationship with that person?

3. How is love marked in the true follower of Jesus?
4. What could possibly be gained when we sacrifice out of love for the Kingdom?  What did you gain 

through Jesus, who gave His body out of love?

5. Talk about the video.  Who does that?  Who writes a check for ten thousand dollars to a complete 
stranger?  How are you encouraged or inspired?  Who has a similar story to share?

6. How is God inviting you to walk in a lifestyle of generosity – to love and care for others, and to begin 
a lifestyle of generous giving?

FINISH YOUR GIVING – 2 CORINTHIANS 8:11-12
1. What is this passage saying about the follow-through skills in the Church of Corinth?
2. How has finishing strong in the area of giving been a stumbling block for you?  What do you need 

to do to recognize this obstacle and overcome it?
3. Paul mentions twice, “Give in proportion to what you have.”  He never established a standard for 

giving, only a standard of giving.  How do these verses encourage you to start the discipline of 
giving?

4. How does finishing well with giving illustrate how much God has done for us?  Can anyone repeat 
what Pastor Jack Turpin has told us numerous times about what God’s grace has done for us?

PLAY DVD
Miracle in Franklin
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Great giving is not determined by dollar amounts but by the amount of sacrifice. Often times we get 
hung up on a standard that limits us and limits the grace of God. Generous giving is not limited to 
just the rich or well-to-do. God gave us His Son to establish a standard for all people in any financial 
situation. Through this four-week study, we have discovered what it means to live an expectantly 
generous lifestyle.  We have been challenged to take the different aspects of our lives and merge 
them into God’s vision. And we have been given an opportunity to make some decisions. Take a 
few minutes to write down some of the Generosity decisions you have made in the past four weeks.  
Share these Generosity decisions with the group so you can celebrate together.

EVERYONE CAN EXCEL IN GRACE-GIVING
If you haven’t made a Generosity commitment yet, there is still time to make one. Jesus tells us a 
parable about a landowner who hired workers throughout the workday, all the way to the last hour.  
He is teaching us that we have not missed our chance to join the work of God’s Kingdom. It’s not too 
late.  What is God calling you to do?

FINISH WELL AND MAKE A PLAN
The apostle Paul introduced the idea of a giving plan in 2 Corinthians 9:7. A giving plan begins with 
the settled conviction that what I have earned or what has been given to me is not mine, but God’s.  
You committed to CONTAGIOUS GENEROSITY and made a two-year Generosity commitment. Now 
is a great time to decide how to keep your commitment.  What does your plan look like?
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